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  Center for Multicultural & Gender Studies
DVST 5310 Ethnic Studies: Theories and Issues 
 Spring 2010

Dr. Sandra Mayo, Instructor

Director, Center for Multicultural and Gender Studies

Associate Professor of Theatre


Contact Information

Office Location: Online

Office on Campus: Flowers Hall 336



Office Hours: TBA and by 







appointment

E-mail: sm37@txstate.edu
Telephone: 512-245-2361
Course Description
Focusing on the four ethnic groups (Native Americans, African Americans, Mexican Americans, and Asian American), but also European American and Middle Eastern ethnicity, this interdisciplinary course introduces students to critical theories and issues relating to race, class, ethnicity, and culture in the United States. It also explores issues related to religion, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, and physical ability/disability. Student will analyze critical theory, literature, and historical works.
Objectives
1. To increase competence in critically thinking about cultural diversity issues

2. To enhance knowledge of ethnic and other diverse groups in the United States

3. To enhance understanding and appreciation of personal individual culture

4. To enhance research and writing skills

5. To increase knowledge and awareness of group dynamics

Course Organization
The course is organized into weekly units of instruction, called Learning Modules, as outlined in the Course Schedule. Each learning module is listed in the syllabus by the week’s main topic and contains reading assignments, lesson notes, interactive activities, surveys, and/or YouTube videos. All readings and activities will be posted on TRACS in the weekly modules and other folders under “Resources.”  Some of the tools we will use are the forum, mailtool, gradebook, assignment, and wiki. 
Equipment and Materials

You will need a computer and Internet access (plus Texas State ID and password) to log on   TRACS site at the Texas State homepage to enter the course. The TRACS site’s Help link on the left side will take you to the Student Guide that explains what equipment you need and how to use the tools on the site. 

Class Policies and Procedures

Communication

1. TRACS: This is the course management system that includes the syllabus (with hyperlinked reading assignments), handouts, gradebook, wiki, etc. It also has a mailtool for group or individual emailing, drop box for turning in assignments, and forum and chat room for discussions. We will use the forum for our scheduled group discussions.
2. Communicating with Instructor:


Communicate first via email. If requested, we will talk by telephone or in person in my 
office at a mutually convenient time. 

3. Discussion Forums: 

Discussion forum topics will be posted at least one week in advance. Each initial forum posting must meet the weekly deadline; responses are encouraged and will be accepted on each forum until the following Monday at 9 p.m. Forum discussions will be graded. See TRACs for rubric. My role in the discussion forum is that of a facilitator. I will occasionally correct misconceptions and/or redirect conversations that need redirecting. I may also post comments following completion of discussion indicating my general impressions of the comments and conclusions.
4. Discussion forum vs. email for Q&A.

If you have a question about course content or mechanics, I encourage you to post it to 
the Q&A discussion forum. Doing so gives students in the course the opportunity to help 
one another. Talk to each other about these questions and give answers if you know them. 
This allows everyone to benefit from the answers and allows you to help each other. Of 
course, do not 
hesitate to email me directly if your concern is of a personal nature.

5. Email Response Time:

Generally I will respond to emails within a day of receiving them. If I plan to be away from my computer for a couple of days, I will let you know in advance. Please indicate the course number (ETHS5310) somewhere in the subject line of the email, so I will know to attend to it quickly.

6. Online Interaction Guidelines: 

There will be multiple online community discussions designed to facilitate such knowledge and skills as:  a) increased self awareness, b) increased knowledge and awareness of group dynamics, c) increased competence in critically thinking about human diversity issues such as culture, race, ethnicity, gender, class, and sexual orientation, religion, and ability. Civility is expected in the ebb and flow of critical discourse:
· Respect the thoughts and views of your classmates.

· Avoid the use of inappropriate language.

· Be critical in your analysis, but constructive—not cruel.


7. Naming and Submitting Documents:


Most assignments are submitted to the instructor by using the TRACS Drop Box. 


Some assignments will be posted to the discussion forum.  Whenever posting your work, 
name your file according to the format below. Avoid special characters and spaces in 
files. Follow this pattern: last name, first initial, period to separate words. 


Examples: SmithJ.proj.1.doc or SmithJ.activity1.doc. You are responsible for keeping 
back-up copies of all submitted work.
Grading Strategies

You are expected to complete all required readings, activities, and discussions on the day of the assignments by 9 p.m. of the due date, after which they will be considered late. Late papers and assignment grades will be docked 10% for each day late. Late work will only be excused (no points dropped) for documented emergencies.  

Assignments and Grading Weights
(See TRACS for Evaluation Forms/Rubrics)

Project One: Book Review (3-5 pages)


10%

Project Two: Book Review (3-5 pages)


15%





Project Three: Research Paper: Annotated Resource List
15%

Project Four: Research Paper: Abstract

  
10%



Project Five: Research Paper (10-12 pages)


25%
Weekly Activities/Forums  (10 points each)


25%
Total



           
          

          100%

Grading Scale

90-100 A

80-89 B

70-79 C

60-69.1 D

59 or less
F


Grading Rubrics: See the TRACS site for grading evaluation forms (rubrics) (with guidelines) for each 
major assignment.

Note: All assignments must have name, class, and name of assignment written on the front.  Writing 
assignments should be double spaced, with standard margins (one inch), and a twelve-point font.  
Follow MLA guidelines. See also “Naming and Submitting Documents” above, on this page.

Academic Dishonesty:  Students found guilty of academic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary action; 
the minimum penalty will be a zero for the assignment. 
Communication Skills:

All graduate students must have adequate writing skills to communicate content in a professional and concise manner. Students must be proficient in written presentations including strategies for developing ideas, citing scholarly references, writing style, wording, phrasing, and using language conventions. Students must follow MLA guidelines, use non-racist and non-sexist language, and include sufficient references to support their thesis and ideas in a paper. Students who do not demonstrate graduate level writing should expect reduced grades on assignments. Students are responsible for procuring assistance to improve their writing if they enter with less than graduate level skills. Texas State provides several types of professional services that students may wish to utilize including, but not limited to, services offered by the SLAC Online Writing Lab, the Grammar, Spelling, Punctuation Hotline, and the Texas State Writing Center. See more information about support below.

Support Services


Technical Support Contact Information


Phone Support: 512.245.5566; Hours: Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm


Email Support: tracs@txstate.edu

Special Needs:  Students with special needs who need special accommodations should register with the Office of Disability Services (512 245-3451). In addition, please inform me at the beginning of the semester.

SLAC (Student Learning Assistance) Lab is located on the 4th floor of the Alkek Library. (512 245-2515)  Web Site: http://www.txstate.edu/slac/owl.ht
English Dept. Writing Lab on the ground floor of Flowers Hall. Tutoring and resource materials are available.

Diversity Studies 5310

Course Schedule, Spring 2010

(If changes occur, you will be given one week notice, unless circumstances dictate otherwise.)
************

(Assignments are due on or before the day listed by 9 p.m. Each initial forum posting must meet the deadline; responses will be accepted on each forum until the following Monday at 9 p.m.) 
	Week/Due Date
	Learning Module/Topic
	Learning Tasks/Assignments

	Week One
Jan. 21

	Introduction and Overview

Cultural Self Assessment
	Reading: Syllabus

Activity A: Syllabus Questionnaire

Activity B: Cushner, “Who Am I?”

Forum Discussion 1: Meet and Greet

	Week Two
Jan. 28
	Diversity in the US

	Reading: Banks and Banks, “The Nature of Culture in the United States”

Review Chart: Johnson and Blanchard, “Cultural Norms Produce Oppression” 

 and “Creating a Common Lexicon”
Activity C: Cushner, “Cross Cultural Sensitivity Inventory”

Activity D: Reading Reflection or Questionnaire
Forum Discussion 2

	Week Three

Feb. 4
	Race
	Reading: “Race” (from Encarta)

Reading: “Race and Ethnicity in United States Census” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Race_and_ethnicity_in_the_United_States_Census
Activity E: Reading Reflection or Questionnaire

	Week Four
Feb. 11
	Ethnicity
	Reading: Yang, “Theories of Ethnicity”

Activity F: Reading Reflection or Questionnaire
Forum Discussion 3

	Week Five
Feb. 18
	Book Review: Fiction
	Project One:  Book Review

Forum Discussion 4

	Week Six
Feb. 25
	Native Americans 
	Reading: “Native Americans in the United States”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_Americans_in_the_United_States
Reading: Native American Contributions (See TRACS)
Activity G: Cushner, “Family Tree: Tracing One’s Roots”

Activity H: Reading Reflection or Questionnaire

	Week Seven
Mar. 4
	African Americans


	Reading: “African American”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_American
View YouTube videos: excerpts, Henry Louis Gates, “African American Lives” (See TRACS)
Activity I: Reading Reflection or Questionnaire
Forum Discussion 5


	Week Eight
Mar.7-14
	Spring Break
	

	Week Nine

Mar. 18
	Latino Americans
	Reading: “Hispanics in the U.S”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispanics_in_the_United_States 
Reading: Mexican Americans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexican_Americans
Activity J: Reading Reflection  or Questionnaire

	Week Ten

Mar. 25
	Book Review: Nonfiction
	Project Two:  Book Review
Forum Discussion 6

	Week Eleven

Apr. 1


	Asian Americans 

	Reading: “Asian American”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asian_American  
Activity K: Reading Reflection or Questionnaire

	Week Twelve

Apr. 8


	European Americans 

and

White Privilege
	Review: “European American” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European Americans
Reading: Banks, “European Americans” (questionnaire based on this article and McIntosh article, plus Tim Wise video)

Reading: McIntosh, “Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack” 
Activity L: Reading Reflection  or Questionnaire
Project Three: Annotated Resource List: Research Project

	Week Thirteen

Apr. 15


	Middle Eastern Americans 


	Reading: Banks, “Arab Americans” 

Activity M:  Reading Reflection  or Questionnaire
Forum Discussion 7

	Week Fourteen

Apr. 22


	Women and Gender Issues

	Review: Johnson and Blanchard, “Gender in American Culture: Definitions” and “US Census Facts for Features-Women”
Reading: “Feminism” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminism
Activity N: NWHP: Test Your Knowledge of Women’s History (discussed, but not graded)

Activity O: Reading Reflection  or Questionnaire

Project Four: Research Project Abstract

	Week Fifteen
Apr. 29


	Religious Pluralism
	Reading: Pluralism Project at Harvard University (See Week Fifteen Notes)  http://www.pluralism.org/
Activity P: Reading Reflection or Questionnaire
Forum Discussion 8

	Week Sixteen
Finals Week
May 6
	Research Paper

and

Wrap-Up
	Project Five:  Research Paper

Forum Discussion 9

Activity R: Course Feedback Survey



Book Review Recommendations

(If there is another book you would like to review in one of these categories, let me know.)

Book Review Project One--Fiction:  Hearing the Voices

Silko, Leslie Marmon, Ceremony (Native American)

Momaday, N. Scott, House Made of Dawn (Native American)

Tan, Amy, Joy Luck Club (Asian American)

Guterson, David, Snow Falling on Cedars  (Asian American)

Rivera Tomás, The Earth Did Not  Swallow Him (Latino)
Alvarez, Julia, How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accent (Latino)
Hosseini, Khaled, Kite Runner  (Middle Eastern American)

Ellison, Ralph, The Invisible Man (African American)

Angelou, Maya, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (African American)

Cisneros, Sandra, Woman Hollering Creek (Latino)
Roth, Philip, American Pastoral (European American) 

Cunningham, Michael, The Hours (European American)

Eugenides Jeffery, Middlesex (sexual orientation)
Ahmedi, Farah, The Story of My Life on the Other Side of the Sky (Middle Eastern)
Book Review Project Two—Nonfiction: Historical Snapshots, Overviews, and Theories

Rodriquez, Richard, Hunger of Memory 

Kingston, Maxine Hong, The Woman Warrior 
Wise, Tim, White Like Me
Liu, Eric, The Accidental Asian: Notes of a Native Speaker 
Nguyen, Viet Thanh. Race and Resistance: Literature and Politics in Asian America
Oster, Judith. Crossing Cultures: Creating Identity in Chinese and Jewish American Literature

Washington, Booker T., Up From Slavery
Ignatiev, Noel, How the Irish Became White

Weatherford, Jack, Native American Roots

Frankenberg, Ruth, White Women, Race Matters: The Social Construction of Whiteness
Bell, Derrick, Race Matters
Leslie, Kent Anderson. Woman of Color, Daughter of Privilege: Amanda America Dickson 1849-

1893

Malson, Micheline R., et al., ed. Feminist Theory in Practice and Process 

Reiter, Rayna R., ed.  Toward an Anthropology of Women

Hegi, Ursula. Tearing the Silence: On Being German in America
Richards, David A. J. Italian American: The Racializing of an Ethnic Identity
Lopez, Tiffany Ana, ed. Growing Up Chicana/o: Stories From 20 Different Writers
Dearborn, Mary V. Pocahontas’s Daughters: Gender and Ethnicity in American Culture
Perez, Daniel Enrique, Rethinking Chicana/o and Latina/o Popular Culture 

Wuthnow, Robert, America and the Challenges of Religious Diversity 

Wentz, Richard, The Culture Of Religious Pluralism  
Caminero-Santangelo, Marta. On Latinidad: U.S. Latino Literature and the Construction of Ethnicity
Suarez-Orozco, Marcelo, and Mariela Páez. Latinos: Remaking America
Clare, E. (1999). Exile & pride: Disability, Queerness, and Liberation
Crutchfield, S., & Epstein, M. eds., Points of Contact: Disability, Art and Culture 
Linton, S., Claiming disability: Knowledge and Identity
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