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1.  Course 
Description 

This course is designed to introduce you to the fundamental principles of effective instrumental 
music instruction and to provide opportunities for you to practice applying those principles in your 
own teaching.  All of you are talented, skilled musicians and intelligent, well-educated people.  Your 
decision to pursue music education as a career reflects your interest in music as an art form and your 
commitment to the education and well being of all children.  I hope that throughout the semester you 
will be challenged to examine carefully your own expectations, hopes, and biases regarding a 
professional life in teaching.  The ultimate goal of the course is that you acquire a basic 
understanding of the fundamental principles of our discipline, a realistic perspective of your own 
strengths and weaknesses as developing professionals, and a compelling interest in learning about 
and confronting the challenges that lie before you in the remainder of your undergraduate education 
and in your future professional lives. 
 

2.  Course 
Objectives 

1. Stimulate thinking concerning the role of music and music instruction in the lives of all 
children and the responsibilities of teachers in setting and accomplishing appropriate 
instructional goals. 

2. Organize, synthesize, and apply knowledge and skills related to music and human learning. 
3. Develop personal teaching skills by applying fundamental principles of effective 

instruction in guided experiences. 
4. Analyze and discuss the influence of ethnicity, social class, bilingualism, abilities, 

disabilities, and gender on human development and music learning.  
5. Demonstrate knowledge of basic psycho-acoustic principles as they apply to the teaching 

of instrumental music.  
6. Analyze and discuss general techniques of student measurement and evaluation to 

instrumental music classes. 
7. Apply philosophical/psychological principles and organization theory in developing 

models of instrumental music curricula. 
8. Demonstrate basic pedagogical knowledge on all common brass, woodwind, percussion, 

and string instruments. 
9. Analyze and discuss procedures for the successful administration of school instrumental 

programs in culturally and socio-economically diverse communities. 
 

3.  Course 
Content   (60% 
needed for 
multicultural 
content 
classification) 

LEVEL ONE: _ __ LEVEL TWO: _X____LEVEL THREE: _____ (Check one. Explain.) 
The majority of the course content is related to instructional strategies, teaching skills, and music 
pedagogy.  Approximately 25% of the content will be multicultural.  Specifically, students will be 
directed to (1) consider music of diverse cultures to motivate and challenge students and (2) analyze 
how their students' diverse socio-economic status, culture, ability, and gender will affect music 
teaching and administration. 
 

4.  Instructional 
Strategies 
 

LEVEL ONE: ____ LEVEL TWO:  _____LEVEL THREE: _X__ (Check one. Explain.) 
In addition to lecturing, discussing, engaging students in constructing knowledge, and building 
critical thinking skills, students will form peer-teaching ensembles.  This will encourage transfer of 
lecture information into active learning.  Students will have multiple opportunities to select music 
from diverse perspectives, create lesson plans, teach and rehearse ensembles independently.  
 
 
 



 
5.  Assessment of 
Student 
Knowledge 

LEVEL ONE: ____ LEVEL TWO:  _____LEVEL THREE: ___X__ (Check one. 
Explain.) 
In addition to traditional papers and exams, I will use alternative assessments that focus on student 
growth as future teachers:  action-oriented teaching projects using multicultural music; self-
assessment and reflection related to the course.  For example students will engage in teaching 
projects (with videotape self-reflections and self-assessments) and develop assessment criteria, 
classroom management and administrative tasks for their future music classrooms.  I will use 
frequent low magnitude assessments rather than infrequent high magnitude assessments.  
Additionally, students will receive feedback from their peers.  Some of the skill-based assignments 
are designed so that students can reach a level of mastery.  Because of this, they are given multiple 
opportunities to retest (or re-teach) and receive additional feedback and evaluation.  The emphasis is 
on creating successful future teachers.  Student teaching will be videotaped, self-assessed, peer-
assessed and teacher-assessed. 
 

6.  Classroom 
Interactions 

LEVEL ONE: ____ LEVEL TWO:  _____LEVEL THREE: __X__ (Check one. Explain.) 
A small part of the semester will include lecture and discussion. I will keep data on participation 
rates to make sure that I am aware of my biases and responsiveness to students of varying abilities, 
races, and genders.   I want to make sure that I don't unintentionally interact with a particular subset 
of my students.  I will also ask students to practice giving peer feedback (and I will assess their peer 
assessments). 
Throughout the semester, students will take the information presented in lectures and transfer it into 
practice.  Students will be systematically placed in groups/ensembles that promote equity and 
support cross-group interactions.  Each student will have multiple opportunities to serve in the role 
of teacher for the small group music ensembles.   
 

7.  Course 
Evaluation 

Our departmental course evaluations are standardized but I will create separate written evaluations to 
measure accomplishment of multicultural goals.   Throughout the semester we will dialogue about 
the effectiveness and appropriateness of the selected multicultural material.  Data collected regarding 
classroom interaction will influence course evaluation. 
 

Percentage of Multicultural Content:25% 
 
Multicultural Classification: 
Multicultural Content (MC): courses with 60% of the content multicultural 
Multicultural Perspectives (MP): courses using a variety of strategies to encourage multiculturalism, 

including content, instructional strategies, assessment, and classroom dynamics (When this is the only 
classification, the content is less than 60%) 

Multicultural Content and Perspectives (MC and MP): combination of both with 60% content. 
 
Choose the best multicultural classification that describes this course:  Circle one.  MC     MP         MC and 
MP 
Does this course focus on international diversity, U.S. diversity, women’s studies, or a combination of all 
three? Explain. 
 
This course will focus on a combination of all three  (international, U.S. and women) because the music 
will be representative of a variety of cultures and composed by both males and females. 
 


