
Texas State University-San Marcos 
Multicultural Curriculum Transformation Guide/Assessment Instrument 

 
Name of Course:   History of Musical Theatre 
 
Instructor:   Greg White 
 
Department:   Theatre & Dance 
 
Degree:                            Degree Program Requirement:  YES   (For BFA Musical Theatre  

students, but course qualifies as an elective for all students)       
 
1.  Course 
Description 

A study of musical theatre and its place in the social and cultural evolution. 

2.  Course 
Objectives 

This course will examine the history, philosophy, and significance of one of the 
quintessentially American forms of performance—the musical theatre. The course will 
explore the context of the musical in the theatre throughout history and in the 
contemporary arts through a multicultural study of historical evolution.  

3.  Course 
Content   (60% 
needed for 
multicultural 
content 
classification) 
 

LEVEL ONE: ____ LEVEL TWO: _____LEVEL THREE: X (Check one. Explain.) 
 This course explores the evolution of the American Musical Theatre as a formation of 
national identity. Various definitions of Americanism will be examined through 
supplemental readings by diverse theorists (European Americans, Native Americans, 
African Americans, women, men, homosexuals, etc.). The course probes both past and 
present, surveying the progression of musical theatre from early forms of theatre through 
contemporary offerings. While a traditional historical chronological approach will be 
utilized in the main texts, the goal of the supplemental readings will be to challenge the 
dominant thoughts about musical theatre, challenging students to consider varying 
perspectives. 

4.  Instructional 
Strategies 
 

LEVEL ONE: ____ LEVEL TWO:  _____LEVEL THREE:  X (Check one. Explain.) 
While discussion of assigned readings will constitute the majority of class time, students 
will be expected to engage in class discussions, participate in small group exchanges, make 
presentations, write academic papers, etc. I will stimulate and facilitate student 
discussions, encouraging students to speak with clarity and precision about prescribed 
course terminology. Students will be encouraged to think critically, exploring the 
presented material through a facilitated multicultural lens. As the semester progresses, 
students will be expected to apply acquired multicultural theories to text readings and class 
discussions. 

5.  Assessment of 
Student 
Knowledge 

LEVEL ONE: ____ LEVEL TWO:  _____LEVEL THREE: X  (Check one. Explain.) 
Traditional multiple-choice exams and short answer essay exams will be administered. 
While the testing will be somewhat traditional, students will have the opportunity to 
express their own opinions and apply acquired multicultural theory to their answers.  
Students will also have an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge through a series of 
small group exchanges, various class presentations, an academic paper, and assigned 
“talking points.” 

6.  Classroom 
Interactions 

LEVEL ONE: ____ LEVEL TWO:  _____LEVEL THREE: X (Check one. Explain.) 
Students are expected to read all assigned materials and contribute to instructor facilitated 
class discussions. Often students will be assigned “talking points” which will require them 
to research a certain individual or event in musical theatre history. When the topic arises in 
class discussion, the student (in association with the instructor) will be the “expert” in the 
room on the talking point, allowing them to articulately share knowledge and think 
critically about their topic.  
Small groups will also be utilized throughout the semester, allowing students to synthesize 
text information in a small group setting and then present it to the class. As students 



present they will be expected to co-facilitate class discussions. 
7.  Course 
Evaluation 

A course evaluation will be administered at the end of each semester to allow students to 
communicate how this particular course changed the way they view multiculturalism. 

Percentage of Multicultural Content: 60% 
 
Multicultural Classification: 
Multicultural Content (MC): courses with 60% of the content multicultural 
Multicultural Perspectives (MP): courses using a variety of strategies to encourage multiculturalism, 

including content, instructional strategies, assessment, and classroom dynamics (When this is the only 
classification, the content is less than 60%) 

Multicultural Content and Perspectives (MC and MP): combination of both with 60% content. 
 
Choose the best multicultural classification that describes this course:  Circle one.  MC     MP         MC 
and MP 
 
Does this course focus on international diversity, U.S. diversity, women’s studies, or a combination of all 
three? Explain.  
 
Considering that musical theatre is an American contribution to the arts, this course predominantly focuses 
of U.S. diversity. However, because the art form contains a combination of many influences, the course 
will also address international diversity. 


