
             

                                                   
      
__________________________SYLLABUS___________________________________ 
CJ 2355     Georgen Guerrero, Ph.D. 
Correctional Systems and Practices  Office: HAC 112 
Fall 2009     Phone: 512-245-3524 
MW 12:30-1:45 (HAC-206)   Office Hrs: MW 10:00-11:00; 3:00-3:30 
Email: gg27@txstate.edu                       
 
REQUIRED TEXT: 
 
Walker, S., Spohn, C., & DeLone, M. The Color of Justice: Race, Ethnicity and Crime in 
America (4th edition). Thomas Wadsworth. Belmont, California.  
 
Santos, M. (2006). Inside: Life Behind Bars in America. St. Martin’s Press. New York, 
N.Y. 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Corrections in criminal justice system: organization of correctional systems, correctional 
role, institutional operations, alternatives to institutionalization, treatment and 
rehabilitation, and current and future issues.  In exploring these issues multi-cultural 
issues including race, gender, and international issues will also be examined. 
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
The student will become familiar with the history, development and philosophy of the 
entire correctional system and sub-systems and how they interrelate with the processing 
of offenders, punishment of offenders, and rehabilitation of offenders.  The student will 
gain an in-depth understanding of multi-cultural issues in the correctional system through 
a national and a international perspective.   
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
There will be approximately three examinations of equal weight each consisting of 25% 
of the grade.  Each exam will be base on material since the last exam.  Exams may vary 
in style; they may be multiple choice and short answer, take-home and/or essay.  All 
exams and make up exams will be numbered and each student is responsible for turning 
in one exam and one answer sheet.  If a scantron is used, it is to be completed in pencil or 
there will be a 50% deduction on the total score.   
 



 
Additionally, there will be reading quizzes on the assigned readings and they will be 
averaged out for the remaining 25% of the grade.  Quizzes will be only for those students 
who are present at the time of the quiz.  If you are late to a quiz you will be allowed the 
remaining time to complete the quiz, but no additional time will be afforded to any 
student that is late to class.      
 
Exam # 1      20%          90-100 = A 
Exam # 2     20%    80-89   = B 
Exam # 3     20%    70-79   = C 
Quizzes, Projects, Power points 20%    60-69   = D 
Comprehensive Final   20%     59 and Below = F 
 
ATTENDANCE, PREPARATION AND PARTICIPATION: 
 
Successful learning and understanding require class attendance and active participation in 
classroom discussions.  Since both lectures and text assignments will be tested, good 
attendance will likely enhance your test scores.  In addition, should any special in-class 
assignments or unannounced quizzes be given, you will need to be in attendance to 
benefit from those assignments.   
 
Attendance will be taken regularly and routinely at the beginning of class.  Latecomers 
will be counted as absent although they are welcome to come in and participate in the 
class activities.  More than three absences will result in the drop in one letter grade.  
Additionally, any student that records perfect attendance during the semester will be 
rewarded with three points being added to your final average.   
 
Any assignment given must be typed, double spaced, stapled and presented in person at 
the start of class for full credit.  There will be a 20% deduction for any non-typed, 
improperly spaced, unstapled, or any assignment turned in via the internet, email, not at 
the start of the class, etc.  If you are late to class and you turn in the paper as you walk 
into the classroom the paper will still be considered late.  Additionally, any student that 
completes and turns in the wrong assignment will be given a zero for the assignment.   
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  
 
The faculty of the department of criminal justice expect students to conduct their 
academic work with integrity and honesty.  Acts of academic dishonesty will not be 
tolerated and can result in the failure of a course and dismissal from the University.   
 
Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, 
collusion-the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing work offered 
for credit, the abuse of resource materials, and misrepresentation of credentials or 
accomplishments as a member of the college. 
 
 



MAKE UP POLICY: 
 
It is my position that an instructor is not under any obligation to give a make-up exam.  
Only with prior approval or under extreme circumstances will a make up exam be given.  
Examples of valid excuses include serious illnesses, deaths in the family, or compelling 
circumstances beyond the student’s control.  If you do miss an exam it is your 
responsibility to notify me of the missed exam prior to returning to class in order to 
schedule a make up exam.   
 
All make-up exams will be comprised of filling in the blank and short answer essay.  In 
order to take the exam you will need to bring documentation with you (medical notes, 
obituary, etc.) to enter the examination site.  If you do miss an exam, you will be 
deducted 20% of the total possible score on the make up exam.  
 
Official documentation will only excuse the student from major exams and attendance.  
Students will not be offered any opportunity to make up any quizzes that they missed 
throughout the semester.  If you miss a class, it will be your responsibility to get the miss 
material from some other source other than the professor.  A hand written note, typed 
note, an email or a phone call from the student’s parent(s) or employer will not be 
considered official documentation.  If I do receive any form of communication from the 
student’s parent(s) or employer you will be penalized on your final average for each 
occurrence of communication or attempted communication.   
 
CLASSROOM DECORUM:  
 
Students will be expected to display appropriate classroom behavior at all times.  
Throughout the semester you will be engaging in intellectual discussion with your 
classmates to enhance the learning environment.  In doing so you will be expected to 
maintain appropriate behavior and avoid attacking your classmates in any malicious 
manner.     
 
All cell phones, iPods, or other electronic devices are to be silenced upon entering the 
class.  If you are observed using any electronic device for any purpose or if these devices 
are not in silent mode you will be penalized on your final grade.  Electronic recording 
devices and computerized note taking devices will be allowed with prior approval 
through a written request.     
 
Sleeping will not be allowed in class.  If you are observed sleeping in class or appear to 
be sleeping in class you will be asked to leave and you will not receive credit for the day.   
 
DISABLED STUDENT POLICY: 
 
Students with a disability, which affects their academic performance, are expected to 
arrange for a conference with the instructor in order that appropriate strategies can be 
considered to ensure that participation and achievement opportunities are not impaired.   
 


