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Education 

Ph.D., Asian Cultures and Languages, May 2004 
Department of Asian Studies, University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX

Dissertation: “Looking to the Past, Looking to the Future: The Localization of Japanese Historic Preservation, 1950–1975” 

Committee: Susan Napier (chair), Jordan Sand, Patricia Maclachlan, Christopher Long, John Traphagan 

M.A., Asian Cultures and Languages, December 1998

Department of Asian Studies, University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX 

Thesis: “Touring the Bomb Sites: Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japanese Guidebooks” 

Readers: Susan Napier (chair), John Nelson 

M.A., Communications, May 1989 

The Annenberg School of Communications, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA

B.A., English Literature, May 1984 

Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, PA 

Professional Experience 

Senior Lecturer, Department of History, Texas State University, San Marcos 
(September 2004–present) 

Courses taught: The History of Postwar Japan, The Japanese Urban Experience (an Honors seminar), Community Transformation and Tradition: Tourism in East Asia (an Honors seminar), Empire and Identity in Central Asia, Western Civilization After 1715, Western Civilization, Origins to 1715, World Civilizations before 1500, and World Civilizations from the Sixteenth Century to the Present 

Lecturer, Department of Radio-Television-Film, University of Texas at Austin 
(January 2004–May 2007) 

Courses taught: The Postwar Japanese Cinema, Japanese New Wave(s), History and the Chinese Film, A History of the Japanese Film: Styles, Genres, Movements, Space and Place in the East Asian Film, and The New Film in Hong Kong, Taiwan, China 

Commissioning Editor, Academic & General Unit, Northeast Asia, Oxford University Press (Hong Kong) Ltd., Hong Kong and Austin (1993–1998) 

Editor, SR Books, Scholarly Resources Inc., Wilmington, DE (1991–1992) 

General Manager, Zoland Books Inc., Cambridge, MA (1989–1990) 

Associate Editor, The American Poetry Review, Philadelphia, PA (1984–1989) 

Freelance Editor, Philadelphia, PA, Shatin, Hong Kong, and Austin, TX (May 1986–present) 
Selected Publications 

P. Siegenthaler. In press. “Review of Scott Laderman, Tours of Vietnam: War, Travel Guides, and Memory.” Pacific Historical Review (volume and pages to come).  

P. Siegenthaler. 2009. “Architecture, Folklore Studies, and Cultural Democracy: Nagakura Saburô and Hida Minzoku-mura.” In Christoph Brumann and Rupert A. Cox, eds., Making Japanese Heritage. London: Routledge. 

P. Siegenthaler. 2008. “Development for Preservation: Localizing Collective Memory in 1960s Kanazawa.” In Sven Saaler and Wolfgang Schwentker, eds., The Power of Memory in Modern Japan. Folkestone, Kent: Global Oriental. 

P. Siegenthaler. 2005. “Review of Jeffrey Hanes, The City as Subject: Seki Hajime and the Reinvention of Modern Osaka,” Journal of Oriental Studies (Hong Kong) 39.2: 254–256. 

P. Siegenthaler. 2003. “Creation Myths for the Preservation of Tsumago Post-town.” Planning Forum 9: 28–45. 

P. Siegenthaler. 2002. “Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japanese Guidebooks.” Annals of Tourism Research 29.4: 1112–1138. 

P. Siegenthaler. 2000. “Review of Kappa Senoh, A Boy Called H: A Childhood in Wartime Japan,” Persimmon: Asian Literature, Arts, and Culture 1.2: 94–6. 

P. Siegenthaler. 1999. “The Ningen Kokuhô: A New Symbol for the Japanese Nation.” Andon: Bulletin of the Society for Japanese Art 62: 3–16. 

P. Siegenthaler. 1999. “Japanese Domestic Tourism and the Search for National Identity.” The CUHK Journal of Humanities 3: 178–95. 

Selected Presentations 

Panel organizer, chair, and presenter, History and the Visual in Postwar Japan. Southwest Conference on Asian Studies, Austin, October 2009. 

 “Making the Buildings of Tsumago Speak to the Nation: Townscape Preservation in 1960s Japan.” The European Association for Japanese Studies, Lecce, Italy, September 2008. 

Panel organizer, chair, and presenter, Life on the Margins in 1950s Japan. Association for Asian Studies, Atlanta, April 2008. 

“Cultural Democracy at the Grass Roots: Preservation Societies in Toyama Prefecture, 1950–1955.” American Historical Association, Atlanta, January 2007. 

“What’s So Local about Local Preservation? Japanese Folk Houses in the Postwar Era.” World History Association of Texas, Seguin, February 2006. 

“Municipal Planning and Heritage Tourism: Kanazawa’s Search for Local Autonomy in the 1960s.” Interdisciplinary conference, On Voyage: New Directions in Tourism Theory, Berkeley, October 2005. 

“Preservation and Development: Local Autonomy and Collective Memory in 1960s Kanazawa.” The European Association for Japanese Studies, Vienna, August–September 2005. 

Panel organizer, chair, and presenter, How to Construct the Bunka Kokka? Contestations of Cultural Democracy in Early Postwar Japan. Association for Asian Studies, Chicago, March–April 2005. 

“Establishing Municipal Heritage: Bunkajin, Local Governments, and Open-Air Museums in Postwar Japan.” The European Association for Japanese Studies/Japan Anthropological Workshop joint conference, Warsaw, Poland, August 2003. 

Border Crossings panel co-organizer and presenter, Architectural Preservation in Asia: Local Citizens as Activists and Stakeholders. Association for Asian Studies, Chicago, March 2001. 

“Yoshida’s Bunka Kokka: Building a Cultural Nation in the Postwar Era.” Southwest Conference on Asian Studies, Houston, Texas, October 2000. 

“Religion Against National Values? Aum Shinrikyô in Context.” Outreach conference, Faith, Culture, and Identity: Teaching about Religion Today, University of Texas, Austin, June 2000. 

“The History of Heritage: Creation Myths for the Preservation of Tsumago Post-town.” Japan Seminar series of the Department of Asian Studies, University of Texas, Austin, April 2000. 

“The Flash of the Bomb and Japan’s Bright Future: Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japanese Guidebooks.” Association for Asian Studies, San Diego, March 2000.

“Touring the Bomb Sites: Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japanese Guidebooks.” Southwest Conference on Asian Studies, Southwest Texas State University, San Marcos, October 1999.

“Touring the Bomb Sites: Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japanese Guidebooks.” Presentation in the Japan Seminar series of the Department of Asian Studies, University of Texas, Austin, 9 November 1998. 

 “Hiroshima and Nagasaki as Destinations for Japanese Domestic Tourists.” World History Association of Texas, Seguin, Texas, April 1998. 

Professional Service, Activities & Affiliations 

Author of desk reviews in history, dark tourism, and Asian tourism for Annals of Tourism Research. 

Member of the Association for Asian Studies, American Historical Association, European Association for Japanese Studies, World History Association of Texas, and the Southwest Conference on Asian Studies. 

Between 1989 and the present, author of several works of poetry and literary reviews in Osiris, Compound Eye, Pen International, and lift. 

Member of the Editorial Board of Osiris, consulting editor for The American Poetry Review, past chair of the Writers-in-Prison Committee of Hong Kong (English-speaking) PEN. 

