Meeting Minutes for the Environmental Service Committee of Texas State University-San Marcos

July 25, 2007
Voting

Attendance:
Committee Members Present:

• Brad Smith, Committee Advisor, Grounds Operations, Ex-Officio (Non-Voting)

• Hayat Qurunful, Chair, ASG Student Representative

• Matt Akins, ASG Student Representative
• Melody R. Baker, ASG Student Representative

• Taylor Powell, ESF Administrative Assistant, Ex-Officio (Non-Voting)


• Randy Simpson, Biology Faculty Advisor
• Joaquin Martinez - Recycling

• Jenna Gonzales - Recycling

Committee Members Absent:

• Tina Cade, Agriculture Faculty Advisor

• Giordano, Geography Faculty Advisor
• Lindsey Reed, ASG Student Representative

• Nick Maloukis, NAEP Student Representative
• Nathan Lawrence, Facilities

Agenda 7/25:
· US Mayors Climate Protection Agreement 
· City Council Woman Betsy Robertson (Place 1) 
· Outdoor Recycling Contamination 
· An update from Joaquin Martinez and Jenna Gonzalez 
· Mug Give-Away Poster
Start of Meeting:
· Dr. Massingil stopped by for a minute to show us a gallon of biodiesel!

· Meeting called to order at 5:20 PM

· US Mayors Climate Protection Agreement  - Betsy Robertson - City Council (Place 1) 
· Robertson has been on the city council since November.
· She wants to activate the community about the way we use our environment
· Sees the angle as not environmental, but economic – we won’t be able to sustain much longer. She wants to appeal to the business-minded constituency. 
· Robertson recently participated in the Cool Cities Meeting 

· It is basically a Kyoto Protocol for individual cities, with goals to:
· Lower emissions

· Urge state and federal authorities to reduce emissions

· Build a national emissions trading policy

· Mayor Susan Narvaiz won’t sign on to the plan, but is willing to explore some local initiatives
· Workshop  on Sept 20th 

· Discussion

· Council focused on economic development and see green initiatives as restrictive

· Robertson wants to open them up to seeing the environment as an asset and part of the community.

· Robertson gave a speech for the Natural Resources Committee of the  Chamber of Commerce
· Monday July 23, 2007

· Cities are governed by certain policies regarding their emissions - Non-attainment

· EPA standards set for areas

· Too many ozone action days – emissions checks
· Cities can loose federal funds for highways among other sanctions for having high emissions
· Robertson urges and “Early Action Compact”
· Series of guidelines
· There is a need to educate people in San Marcos
· Get the word out

· Make the decision whether to develop a local climate action plan

· International council local environmental initiatives www.iclei.org
· Group that helps find out what changes need to be made, shows how to reach the standards, gives ideas on how to reduce emissions, etc.

· At this point, we don’t have the mayor on board to sign the agreement.

· However we can circumvent the mayor, and sign it with a majority of the city council.

· Taylor Powell on the issue:

· Powell sent e-mail to the city a few months ago

· Taylor says the city seemed like they liked the idea on paper, but that its surprising that Narvaiz is not on board with the climate challenge.
· Brad’s concerns about E85 Propane:
· TSU’s fleet is supposed to run ‘so many’ vehicles  on propane

· We don’t’ have any propane to use, but would use it if we did.
· Issues facing San Marcos – Betsy Robertson
· Transportation

· Conservation

· Park Issue – on Hunter and RR 12 (U. Star front page) – Voted down (not really)

· City Council voted to not sign a letter of support for the neighborhood to raise money to purchase the park land.

· Some members didn’t want the “green” association

· Possibly make a park around a “commercial node” with community services available: groceries, dry cleaning, coffee shop, etc.
· ESC members are invited to show up to the September 20th workshop
· Information will be forwarded to Hayat

· We should also go to council meetings
· Arrive between 6:30 and 7:00 to get on the roster for the meeting

· OR contact (city clerk?) to get on the agenda

· Get Information about times/places from Betsy
· Recycling Update

· Contamination is still a problem
· What can we do to help?

· Old containers look like waste bins

· We have to throw away what could be recycled due to nastiness of contamination

· We need BIG Signs

· Move recycling and waste containers all together?

· Cones for the tops of bins to reduce contamination

· Bins are really heavy when they’re full of water

· Have punctured bottoms of containers to drain rain, but they still hold a lot of liquids
· Can’t sort nasty trash, it smells and is gross
· Getting 50% trash, 50% recyclables in the containers
· Have to use gloves

· Contamination makes the job more difficult

· ESC wants to move the bins next to the trash containers

· Who do we talk to move the containers?

· Recycling - Mario
· Move them so that the three containers are touching:
· Plastic, cans, and trash

· LBJ and Alkek are major areas
· Proposal for funding to make nice signs – Mario and Taylor
· Maybe paint them green?

· What would that cost?

· Taylor will write to Nancy Neusbaum

· Re. signs, painting containers, painting lids, etc.

· Joaquin will talk to Mario about moving the containers

· Taking off the lids

· Paint lids green and put pictures of cans and bottles on them

· Mug Give-Away Poster

· Designed by Melody and Hayat

· Maybe get Chartwells and Paws-n-go to stock mugs to give away

· We want to get the posters up by third week of August

· Need to designate mug give away days in the fall

· Taylor will contact Chartwells guy about stocking mugs and price drop

· We all need to ask restaurants around town and convenience stores to adopt the mug
· Get print shop to print posters

· How much will it cost?

· How do we get that money?

· Bike Co-op Update

· August grand opening of the Bike Cave 

· BBQ
· Official opening

· Complete with paid staff – Taylor and Matt

· Matt is seeing about ten people a day (in summer II)
· Ideas for a website in the works
· They’re still working out the kinks

· Bike Cave located at Vista and North St. in the white Garage Shop

· There are plans for a bike rental program – to rent bikes to students for about $50/yr or semester
· Bike cave is open Summer II M-F: 

· MW 10-1:30
· THF 10-5

· (Plans to work at the farmers market in the works)

· Funded by Aux Services

· Motion to Adjourn 6:30PM: Hayat

· Second: Taylor
