Meeting Minutes for the Environmental Service Committee of Texas State University-San Marcos

February 14th, 2006
Voting

Attendance

Committee Members Present:

• Noah Hopkins, Chair, NAEP Student Representative

• Mary Waters, NAEP Student Representative

• Nathan Lawrence, ASG Student Representative

• Brock Brown, Geography Faculty Advisor

• Brad Smith, Committee Advisor, Grounds Operations, Ex-Officio (Non-Voting)

• Taylor Powell, ESF Administrative Assistant, Ex-Officio (Non-Voting)

Committee Members Absent:

• TBD, Biology Faculty Advisor

• TBD, ASG Student Representative

• Tina Cade, Agriculture Faculty Advisor

• Brad Smith, Committee Advisor, Grounds Operations, Ex-Officio (Non-Voting)

Start of Meeting



General Committee Issues


▼

Approval of Meeting Minutes






•
The Meeting Minutes of 1/26/06 need to be approved.


•
Motion to Vote by Noah Hopkins.


•
Motion seconded.

•
Vote:  Approve Meeting Minutes
Vote: 4 FOR, 0 AGAINST, 3 ABSENT




•
Voting PASSED:  Minutes for 1/26/06 approved.

▼
 
Change of Name: Environmental Service Fee Committee to Environmental Service Committee

•
Discussion: Noah Hopkins suggested the name change to reduce confusion and establish difference between Fee and Committee. It was also mentioned that the Committee is more than just a monetary institution to distribute funds, but a committee to use more than the fee to accomplish solutions to environmental problems and projects around campus.

•
Motion to Vote by Noah Hopkins.


•
Motion seconded.

•
Vote:  Affirmation of name change from Environmental Service Fee Committee to Environmental Service Committee
Vote: 4 FOR, 0 AGAINST, 3 ABSENT




•
Voting PASSED:  Environmental Service Committee is now the official name.

▼
 
Vote on ASG member and Biology Faculty Advisor Position

•
Everyone who submitted a nomination via email to fill the vacant position of the ASG member nominated Melody Baker, agriculture major with a long association and great attendance with the committee. Therefore Melody Baker is now the ASG student member of the Environmental Service Committee. 


•
There was also discussion concerning the long vacant Biology Faculty Advisor position. Nancy Nusbaum, Asst. VP, VPFSS Planning - VP for Finance, recommended Paula Williamson and several others from the “Greenhouse Committee” a collection of Biology and Agriculture faculty members planning a new greenhouse in the new campus master plan.

▼
 
Update on discussion on Coca-Cola Contract Renewal

•
Noah Hopkins and Taylor Powell of the Environmental Service Committee will attend a meeting with John Root of Auxiliary Services and Lawrence Teis of Athletics along with Cat Reed, longtime friend of the Environmental Service Committee and representative from ASG. The meeting will discuss ESC and the students’ concern for the lack of funding for plastics/aluminum recycling on campus and how the Coca-Cola vending contract contributes to this issue. Noah and Taylor will inform the committee on the outcome of the meeting next ESC meeting.

▼
 
Talk with Nancy Nusbuam of VPFSS about recycling


•
 After some discussion a loose agreement was made with Nancy Nusbuam to share the purchase of 30 new recycling containers to match the campus master plan and be distributed throughout campus in various clusters. Twenty containers will be purchased with funds from the President’s special account dedicated for master plan improvements and  the Environmental Service Committee will purchase the remaining 10. Placement for these containers will be determined from input in the recycling program and based on recommendations from a GIS team in a Geography class (GEO 4427) currently working on a project aimed at determining the best possible locations for these containers. 

▼
 
Short Update on ESC website


•
 Noah Hopkins and Taylor Powell hope to have the website running by next meeting.

▼
 
Talk of getting the word out of Environmental Service Committee


•
 Nathan Lawrence suggested ESC sponsoring a table at an upcoming garden/agricultural fair hosted by the City of San Marcos to inform local citizens of the ESC and ESF as well as encourage their involvement. This suggestion was well received and Noah added that the students should be the first to learn more about the ESC through a campaign of some sort. More discussion of community outreach is likely to be discussed next meeting.

▼
 
Endorsement of Brad Smith’s Irrigation class project


•
 The committee and Nancy Nusbaum briefly discussed Brad Smith’s idea of an irrigation management class which was shown to the committee via email a few days before the meeting. Possible sites for the class, how it pertains to the ESF, what it is, etc. were all mentioned. Brad was not present at the meeting, but wished for general support and endorsement from the committee on this project, leading to a vote.

•
Motion to Vote by Noah Hopkins.


•
Motion seconded.

•
Vote:  Endorsement of Brad Smith’s Irrigation class efforts.
Vote: 4 FOR, 0 AGAINST, 2 ABSENT




•
Voting PASSED:  The Environmental Service Committee supports Brad Smith’s Irrigation Management class initiative and will possible help fund this project in the future.
Applications to the Committee


▼  
There are no pending applications.
Next ESC Meeting Issues and Goals












•
The next meeting the ESC will be on February 23rd. River Clean Up ’06, Coca-cola meeting summary, and other fun stuff!

