Meeting Minutes for the Environmental Service Committee of Texas State University-San Marcos

September 17, 2008
Attendance

Committee Members Present:

• Hayat Qurunful, Chair, ASG Student Representative

• Melody R. Baker, ASG Student Representative

• Nick Maloukis, NAEP Student Representative 
• Danielle Del Castillo Shelton, NAEP Student Representative

• Alberto Giordano, Geography Faculty Advisor 
• Randy Simpson, Biology Faculty Advisor
• Tina Cade, Agriculture Faculty Advisor 
Members Absent

• Nancy Nusbaum, Account Manager

• Nathan Lawrence
Guests

• Jason Sanders, Mario Garza, Zach Halfin, John Montoya – Compost Project
• Dr. Bonner, Dr. Williams, Dr. Williams, Mr. Coley, Dr. Rose 

Agenda
· Follow up ion Dr. Bonner, Dr Williams – Tallow Tree Project
· Follow UP with Jason Sanders – Bobcat Blend
· Presentation by Daniel del Castillo Shelton
Start of Meeting – 5:26PM
· Follow up ion Dr. Bonner, Dr Williams, Dr Rose, Mr Coley – Tallow Tree Project
· Questions raised last time: Revegetate, Herbicide, tallow removal, masterplan for Aquarena
· Revegetating – Dr Williams
· Allopath – volatile chemicals that are produced by plants that inhibit other species while supporting the germination of their own seeds
· Tallow – doesn’t inhibit growth of other seedlings, but does facilitate the growth of its own species
· We don’t need to cultivate new plants for revegetate , just let it naturally happen

· Worked with removing the elephant ear

· Will elephant ear take over?

· There’s been a concerted effort to eliminate it

· Hand picking: erosion

· Treating with Rodeo

· Removal and control of invasive species

· Commitment to follow up on keeping 
· Stewardship camps – teaching stewardship and the techniques of maintaining this environment

· Return peninsula to its nature state

· Make sure that the wild life are protected

· Volunteers, SMRF

· Water Hyacinth project – 10 years in action

· Hydrilla once filled Aquarena – 10 years in revegetating the lake 

· A&M study on Tallow

· Can be killed by rodeo
· 22 mo after taking them out, there were tones of baby trees

· Saplings can be hand pulled – easily pulled w/o erosion

· Volunteers could do this

· This project really needs expertise to achieve the goal – removing the larger trees

· SMRF and SM Parks have agreed to help sustain the project – Daniel

· What’s Rodeo?

· Paint on plant of inject to roots – then disintegrates 

· Inhibits an enzyme in the plant (but not animals)

· Very selective – it is applied directly to the plant that’s picked

· Breaks down very easily, so will not spread through the system to other plants, broken down by microbes so will not persist in the environment.

· Follow UP with Jason Sanders – Bobcat Blend
· Use campaign to reach impressionable college kids  - will allow them to carry this knowledge forward into their adult lives
· Full circle process visible to students
· Jason agrees to dive right in, handle the job, and spread his love of compost
· Requested funding for student worker, and volunteers will collect and direct composting
· Project involves signage
· What happens after Jason graduates
· Working with John Root 
· Student workers and CSR volunteers
· Approached administration?
· Is there a commitment to sustain the program?
· Recycling became a line item registration in order to get the position of a compost facilitator
· Have to show that the project is worth it’s salt in order to get the school on board
· More of a Pilot Project
· Is there plant so incorporate biodegradable or compostable dinner wear?
· Chartwells is receptive to the idea.
· SF State university (also chartwells) already does this.
· Letter writing/ petition?
· $29,000 – 40,000 per month on hauling garbage University-wide
· 80% of waste is cardboard
· Capturing cardboard form Jones diner

· Use compost all over campus

· Economic study of how it will cut costs

· Less money on mulch, less water, less fertilizers

· Quotes for Equipment

· Trailers

· 14’ with 4’ walls - $2350

· Carts

· Global industrial 58 Cu ft – $1,772.07 for two carts

· No money allocated for signage
· They’re asking for money from Farm Aid for signs.
· Presentation by Danielle del Castillo Shelton
· Holistic Management International - Used as a decision making framework
· Holistic goal -  allows everyone to have a buy-in to a purpose
· Quality of life
· Forms of production - Assumed holistic goal – see hand out
· Social 
· Financial
· PR Budget – we need to allocate percentage of budget for this
· Environmentally
· Future Resource Base
· Feedback Loop
· Holistic Management Decision Making
· Removing personal bias and feelings
· See hand out
· Comments:
· Dr Simpson – We’re not operating on the gut level
· Danielle thinks we’re not organized enough, wants committee to adopt her rules of Holistic Goal
· Dr. Simpson - Unwarranted judgment on the committee
· Motion to Vote on Projects
· Dr Bonners - $20,436.80
· Motion to vote – Dr Cade, 2nd Nick
· Unanimously approved
· Bobcat Blend - $26,982
· Motion to vote Melody, 2nd Hayat
· 6 approved 
· 1 abstention (Dr. Cade)
· Project will not begin until January when Jason becomes a grad student
· Total of both - $47,418
· New Budget  - $136,000
Note to self: change special problems project to campus wide internet compost survey 
