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Mission of the Master Program in Adult Education 

“The mission of the Adult Education program is to prepare practitioners 
who work or will work as teachers, program developers and evaluators, 
or administrators seeking to enhance the learning capability of adults on 
an individual, organizational, and community level in educational 
programs in a variety of contexts. These contexts encompass 
community-based organizations, governmental and non-governmental 
agencies, corporations, professional and voluntary associations, school 
systems, continuing & higher education institutions, correctional 
facilities, cultural institutions (e.g., libraries, museums, and zoological 
parks), and the military” (CLAS – M.A. Adult Education Program 
website).  

What can I do with a graduate degree in Adult Education?  

Adult	Literacy/ESL	
Education	
Programs	for	providing	
education	and	training	
for	adults	in:	
		

 Adult	literacy	
 Adult	basic	

education	
 GED	
 Family	literacy	
 Workplace	

literacy	
 Workforce	

development 

Continuing	and	Community	
Education		
Programs	providing	
education	and	training	for	
adults	in	settings	including:	
	

 College	and	
universities	

 Government	
agencies	

 Business	and	
industry	

 Community‐based	
organizations	and	
agencies	

 Religious	
organizations	

 The	Armed	services	
 Correctional	facilities

					Work	and	Learning	

 Human	resource	
development		

 Workforce	
development		

 Employee	training	
and	development	

 Business	and	
industry	

 Organizational	
learning	and	
development	

 

Read  more… 
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Overview of the M.A. Program 
 
The Master of Arts in Adult Education Program has three areas of 
concentration: Adult Literacy/English as a Second Language, 
Continuing and Community Education, and Work and Learning. “The 
common core curriculum prepares the educator to meet the 
contemporary needs of the adult learner and includes courses in the adult 
learning and development; program development, including needs 
assessment, design, implementation, management, and evaluation; 
research methodology; teaching adults; and multicultural perspectives in 
postsecondary and adult education.” (CLAS – M.A. Adult Education 
Program website). 

Read  more… 
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Timeline – Important milestones to observe 
 

 

 
Event 

 
Action Deadline Who to contact

 
Selecting your 

courses  
 

Make an appointment 
with your coordinator  

Before the end of each 
semester 

 
The Program 
Coordinator 

 

 
Registration 

 

Access CatsWeb and 
register after talking to 
your Coordinator 

Check announcements 
on the Texas State 
University website 
 

Registrar’s Office 

 
 

Comprehensive 
Exam 

 

Check your eligibility 
to take the exam and 
send an e-mail to your 
coordinator expressing 
your interest.  

You must inform the 
Program Coordinator 
prior to the beginning 
of the Fall or Spring 
semester in which you 
plan to take the exam. 

The Program 
Coordinator 

Aded-program@txstate.edu
 

 
Internship 

 

Talk to coordinator 
about possible places 
for your internship  
See Internship Manual 

Enroll in ADED 5384, 
Internship (requires 
approval). 

 
The Program 
Coordinator 

 
 

Submitting your 
Thesis 

See the requirements 
and deadlines in the 
Graduate College 
website 

Check announcements 
posted on the Graduate 
College website. 
Enroll in ADED 
5399A/B (requires 
approval). 

 

Coordinator and the  
Graduate College 

 
Applying for 
Graduation 

 

See the requirements 
and deadlines in the 
Graduate College 
website 

Check announcements 
on the Graduate 
College website 

 

Graduate College 
 

 
 
Program Coordinator: Dr. Robert Reardon (Contact Info) 
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Thesis, Comprehensive Exam, and Internship 

In the M.A. in Adult Education program, there are two tracks: a Non 
thesis option or a thesis option. Upon enrollment students must decide 
which track suits their educational journey. The non-thesis option 
includes the comprehensive exam. All students must complete a 
minimum of 150 hours of supervised internship and complete the 
Comprehensive Exam or write and defend a master’s thesis depending 
on which option they choose.   

 

Thesis 

For students who prefer to write and defend a master’s thesis, the topic 
must be relevant to adult education and students must enroll in a 
minimum of 6 credits of thesis supervision (ADED 5399A/B). The 
thesis project will be supervised by a graduate faculty. Thesis and 
Dissertation Guide. 

Degree Plan - Non-thesis Option 

Category  
Required Courses  
Concentration  
Electives or Thesis 
Total 

Semester Credit Hours 
21 
12-15 
3-6 (depending on concentration) 
39-42 (depending on choice of thesis option and concentration) 

 

*Required Courses:  

ADED 5321 Adult Learning and Development 
ADED 7325 Teaching Adults: Principles and Practices 
ADED 5344 Multicultural Perspectives in Postsecondary Education and Adult Education
ADED 5335 Applied Research in Adult Education 
ED 7324 Problems and Strategies in Program Planning Seminar 
ADED 5330 Managing Adult Education 
ADED 5384 Internship in Adult Education 
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*ADED Electives: 

ADED 5334 Family Literacy 
ADED 5335 Applied Research in Adult Education 
ADED 5337 Adult Literacy 
ADED 5338 Applied Linguistics for ESL Teachers of Adults 
ADED 5339 Adult Literacy ESL Assessment and Evaluation 
ADED 5340 Adult Second Language Acquisition 
ADED 5345 Current Issues in Adult, Continuing and Professional Education 
ADED 5378 Problems in Adult Education 
ADED 5379 Independent Study 
ADED 5382 Foundations of Adult Education 
ADED 7325 Teaching Adults: Principles and Practices 
ADED 7342 Adult English as a Second Language Methods and Materials 
ADED 7343 Organizational Learning and Development 
ED 7322 Human Resource and Professional Development 
ED 7364 Team Development  
ED 7XXX Other ED courses if open to students outside the Ph.D. cohort 

*General/Free Electives: 

ADED/ED and general electives will be selected in consultation with student’s adviser.  
Certain electives will be prescribed according to the student’s professional concentration.  
Adult Literacy/ESL 
Continuing and Community Education 
Workplace Learning 
See Courses Offered for further details 

 

 
The degree audit of the student electing to complete the thesis option 
is modified to include: ADED 5399A & ADED 5399B 
 
This choice reduces the number of electives by 6 credits. Because 
students in the Adult ESL concentration only have 3 credits of electives, 
selection of the thesis option means they will complete a 42 hour degree.  
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Comprehensive Exam (Comps)  

After the completion of the majority of required courses students are 
eligible to take the Comprehensive Examination.  The exam is offered in 
the Spring and Fall semesters.  Prior to the beginning of the semester in 
which you plan to take the exam, you must notify the Program 
Coordinator and Administrative Assistant of your intention to take the 
examination.  You will be emailed the current Adult Education 
Comprehensive Examination Study Guide in the first week of the 
semester. After you have received the study guide, you will have 
approximately one month to study and prepare for the written exam. If 
students have specific questions regarding the study guide they may 
contact the professor corresponding to the class to gain clarity and/or the 
Program Coordinator.  The exam, which consists of a set of three 
questions, will be sent by e-mail to each eligible student who has 
requested the examination. The three questions are chosen randomly 
from the courses you have completed. You will have two weeks to write 
and submit your written responses to the Program Coordinator and 
Administrative Assistant. The written responses must conform to the 
style described in APA Publication Manual, 6th Edition. Students should 
not collaborate in the completion of their examination. More information 
about the Comprehension Examination will be provided by the program 
coordinator throughout the semesters. 

 

Internship 
 
The internship is conducted in a setting aimed at helping students to 
meet their career’s goals. Students should set up an appointment with the 
program coordinator to discuss professional interests and internship 
opportunities. For more information about the internship, refer to the 
M.A. in Adult Education Internship Packet  
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Academic Support 

Students face many challenges in the pursuit of their academic and 
professional goals, such as balancing the time demands of school, work, 
and family as well as financial obligations. The Texas State University 
offers programs at the Writing Center and SLAC to help students to 
succeed academically. 

 

The Writing Center  

  

 

The Writing Center offers individualized tutoring for students who need 
assistance with any type of academic work, such as essays and research 
papers. The trained counselors can provide instruction regarding APA 
Style and grammar. There students will find customized 
workshops/lectures, which can also be requested by faculty for their 
group of students. Students can request an appointment at the Writing 
Center website  
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SLAC 

 

 

The Student Learning Assistance Center (SLAC) is located in the fourth 
floor of the Alkek Library and provides tutoring services (individual, 
online or group), workshops, and consultations with learning specialists. 
To explore the services SLAC provides please access the website: SLAC 

 

The Alkek Library 

The Alkek Library provides essential academic support. The Library 
provides materials (e.g. books, e-books, electronic and printed journals), 
research tools, and individual research consultation with a specialized 
librarian to ensure students’ academic success. Explore the Alkek 
Library website and take advantage of their services. 
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TRACS 

TRACS is an important online tool that students will use throughout 
their courses. TRACS is the web space where professors post their 
resources/materials for their courses and where students upload their 
work online. Students can also set up their own Project Site and work 
collaboratively with other classmates. The Project Sites are permanent 
and are not deleted at the end of each semester. This tool allows you to 
save your work as a portfolio for future reference. See Create Project 
Site Tutorial. In the Educational Technology Center there are more 
video tutorials for student designed to help students use various tools in 
TRACS.  
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Program	Coordinator	
	

Robert	F	Reardon	
Associate	Professor		
	
Phone:	512‐245‐3755	
Email:	rreardon@txstate.edu		
Office	Hours:	By	appointment	

 

Program	Administrative	Assistant	
	

Christina	Vaughan	
	
Phone:	512‐245‐2531	
Email:	ccv18@txstate.edu		
Address:	ASBS	306	

 

Adult Education Faculty 
              Name 

 
Office        Phone          E-mail  

Robert Reardon, Program 
Coordinator 

ASBS 
320 

(512) 245-3755 rreardon@txstate.edu  

Ann K. Brooks ASBS 
323 

(512) 245-193 abrooks@txstate.edu  

Joellen Coryell ASBS 
311 

(512) 245-1856 jc59@txstate.edu  

Clarena Larrotta ASBS 
324 

(512) 245-2438 cl24@txstate.edu  

Jovita Ross-Gordon ASBS 
310 

(512) 245-8084 jr24@txstate.edu 

 


