Course Syllabus

Chemistry 2342

Dr. Michael Blanda

Fall 2008
Office:
  JCK 489/Chem 311
e-mail:  mb29@txstate.edu 



tele:  245-0307 (JCK) or 245-3121 (Chem)
Office Hours: .M, W (TBA)
Course Text:  Organic Chemistry (Bruice, 6th Edition) Study Guide is optional.
Course Description and Objectives:  Survey of molecular bonding, spectroscopy, structure/property relationships, nomenclature and properties of aromatic compounds, alcohols, ethers, carbonyl compounds and amines. The objective of the course is to gain an understanding of the reactions, mechanisms and spectroscopic characterization of organic compounds.
Chapters covered in order within the textbook:  14, 15, 12, 13, 16-20
Working Chapter Problems

The best way to learn organic chemistry is to work problems.  Although strict class attendance, careful recopying of class notes and rereading of the text material are important, they are not enough.  Each chapter in the book provides many problems of different sorts. The in-chapter problems should be attempted while you are reading the material for immediate reinforcement of ideas. The end-chapter problems are progressively more difficult.  As you study organic chemistry, take time to work problems. Do all the ones you can, and ask for help on the ones you can't. 

Tests and Quizzes 

There will be six 20-point quizzes each half of the semester.  One quiz will be dropped from each set and the scores for the remaining five quizzes will added together to constitute a test score.  In addition to the weekly quizzes, there will be two major exams covering the material from each half of the semester.  A comprehensive final will be given as well covering BOTH SEMESTERS OF ORGANIC CHEMISTRY.
THERE ARE NO MAKE UP EXAMS OR QUIZZES (Missing exam grades will be replaced by the final exam grade).  The final exam score may replace the lowest major exam grade (if it is higher).
Other Resources:

There are a lot of really good organic chemistry websites on the internet that have alternative descriptions of the topics covered in class as well as tutorials and sample test questions.
http://www.cem.msu.edu/~reusch/VirtualText/intro1.htm
http://www.cem.msu.edu/~reusch/VirtualText/Questions/problems.htm
http://www.colby.edu/chemistry/OChem/Index.html
http://www.chemhelper.com/
Grading Policy:
Quizzes:
200 pts
   
(Given weekly, TBA)





Exams:

200 pts

Exam 1-October 16, Exam 2-December 2

Final:

100 pts    
December 11 (11 am-1:30 pm)
Grade = 
Test 1 + Test 2 + Quiz grade + Final 




  5000

Grading Scale:

 90% = A, 80% = B, 70% = C, 60% = D

Attendance Policy  
It is critical that you attend every lecture session as we will be covering significant amounts of material daily.  
Dropping the Class
Please refer to the dates posted on the university calendar:

http://www.registrar.txstate.edu/persistent-links/academic-calendar.html 
Academic Honesty Policy 

Learning and teaching take place best in an atmosphere of intellectual fair-minded openness.  All members of the academic community are responsible for supporting freedom and openness through rigorous personal standards of honesty and fairness.  Plagiarism, cheating and other forms of academic dishonesty undermine the very purpose of the University and diminish the value of an education.

Special Student Requirements
Student with special needs (as documented by the Office of Disability Services) should identify themselves at the beginning of the semester.

