
English 2320:   Fall – 2009 British Literature since 1785 
Instructor:  Chad Hammett Phone #:  210-865-7669  
E-mail: ch34@txstate.edu  Office: Flowers 131  
Office Hrs: MWF 10-10:50 and by appt. 
         
Required Texts 
The Longman Anthology of British Literature, Volume 2, 3rd, ed. 
 
The information in this syllabus supplements the Sophomore Literature Syllabus, 
available at www.english.txstate.edu 
 

Course Description 
In sophomore literature at Texas State University-San Marcos, we will read and analyze literary texts; 
develop an appreciation of literature as an art form; and gain an understanding of the role of literature in its 
historical, social and cultural contexts.  The course includes representative Authors and Works of British 
Literature from the Romantic Period to the Present.  As a class, we’ll try to arrive at a definition (if 
possible) of the term “Representative” as well as the word “British.”  In addition, we’ll do our best to 
determine how “British Literature” – particularly its values and biases – helped shape the world in which 
we live today.     
 

Course Objectives 
 
In addition to the objectives listed in the Sophomore Literature Syllabus (see above), our goal will be to see 
how literature in general and British Literature (after 1785) in particular connects to our own lives as 
citizens on this planet. 
 

Accommodations 
If you are a student with a disability who will require accommodations to participate in 
this course, please contact me within the first two weeks of the semester.  You will be 
asked to provide documentation from the Office of Disability Services.  Failure to 
contact me in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. 
 

Course Work 
Preparation   
Bring your book to class EVERYDAY!  Also, you MUST come to class READY to 
discuss the reading.  Read carefully, critically and slowly – it’s an assignment.  Anyone 
doing the expected level of reading necessary for discussion should be marking 
important points in the book and writing questions, feelings, etc. in the margins so we 
can discuss them in class.   
  
Discussion – While some of the class will be lecture, participation is required when I ask 
for it and I will call on students randomly if no one volunteers.  For those of you who 
would rather not talk – sorry – we need to know what you think.  If no one talks when I 
ask a question, then I’ll assume that you didn’t do the reading 



 
Attendance:   
I don’t give “grades” for attendance but you are still responsible for showing up to class.  
Each day of the course is important and you will often be graded on quizzes or in-class 
activities or given information that will appear on the exams.  If you miss often, then you 
will ultimately lose points.   
 
If you know now that you have a conflict that will cause you to miss a number of days 
then perhaps this isn’t the right time for you to take this class.   
 
*! Please note that if you are absent, it is your responsibility to catch up with the class.  
Please get the assignments and notes from a colleague, then if you still have questions, 
come and see me.   You are responsible for what you missed!!   
 
Tardiness – Be ready to begin class at the scheduled time.  Yes, cars refuse to start, 
alarm clocks fail to go off, etc.  Arriving late is better than not showing up at all.  IF, for 
any reason, you are late to class, then I expect you to enter as unobtrusively as possible, 
take your seat and try to determine what we are doing.  Interrupting class to find out 
where we are/what you missed is just plain wrong.  
 
Late Work:   The paper is due at the beginning of class on the due date.  Late essays (if I 
accept them) will be docked at least one letter grade, will not receive any comments, and 
will be returned at my convenience.  Makeup exams will only be given in extreme 
circumstances, decided on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Grading  Your final grade will be based on my evaluation of the following:   
 
Grading Scale:  

 
90-100 A 
80-89 B 
70-79 C 
60-69 D 

Below 59 F 
 
Assignment     % (100 total) 
Daily Grades (quizzes, in-class work) 10 
Participation and Preparedness  10 
Research Paper    15        
Exam 1      20 
Exam 2      20 
Exam 3 (Final)    25 
 
Daily Grades: 
We will have a number of daily grades (mostly quizzes though we may have a few in-
class assignments) throughout the semester.  Quizzes will usually take place during the 
first few minutes of class.  If you are late, then you will have to begin the quiz from the 
point you entered the class.    
Daily grades cannot be made up.   
 
The lowest daily grade will be dropped.  
 



Participation and Preparedness:  See above.   Respect the person talking, whether a 
classmate or me.  Having your own conversation for any reason while someone has the 
floor is the quickest way to have multiple points taken off your final grade.  And turn 
off your phones before you come to class!  Do not use your phones for any reason in 
my classroom unless you want points to deducted from your grade.   
 
Papers  For this course, you will write 1 typed essay/paper.  This essay MUST meet the 
specifications we’ll discuss in class. 
 
Exams: We will have three exams in this course.  Exams will have multiple choice 
sections, an identification portion, short answers and an essay. 
 
Academic Honesty:  The Texas State University Honor Code states, “We do our own 
work and are honest with one another in all matters.  We understand how various acts 
of dishonesty, like plagiarizing, . . . conflict as much with academic achievement as with 
the values of honesty and integrity.” 

   
Plagiarizing is submitting work that is in any way not your own.  Any cases of 
verifiable plagiarism, whether deliberate or accidental, will result in a failing grade on the 
assignment and may result in a failing grade for this course.  (Note:  consultation with 
your instructor or a counselor at the Writing Center do not constitute plagiarism and are 
encouraged.)    
  
Exam 3 will be given during the final exam time slot allotted by the University.  To see 
time and date, go to: 
  
http://www.registrar.txstate.edu/persistent-links/final-exam-schedule.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Calendar  
 
 
Aug  28  Introduction to Class 
   
Sept  2   What is Brit Lit?  xxix‐xxx; The Romantics 3‐29 

4  Perpectives The Abolition of Slavery and the Slave Trade 209‐210, Olaudah Equiano 211‐219 
 

9  William Wordsworth Bio 385‐87; “What is a Poet?” 414‐17; “Ode: Intimations….” 527‐533 
  Dorothy Wordsworth Bio 538‐540  The Grasmere Journals 551‐557 

 
11  Lord Byron: Bio 656‐58; “She walks in Beauty” 658; Childe Harold’s….(Stanzas 113‐114) 718 

Don Juan Dedication 727‐732 
 
  16  Don Juan Canto I 732‐778 

18  Don Juan cont. 
 

23 Thomas De Quincey Bio 1042‐43; From Confessions of an Opium Eater 1043‐71 
  Mary Shelley Bio 1085‐86; 704‐705; The Swiss Peasant 1086‐97; Frankenstein 704‐705 



25  Exam Tips/Essay Techniques 
 
  30  Exam I 
Oct  2  The Victorian Age 1099‐1122 
 

7  Industrial Landscape 1137‐1138; Engels “The Condition…” 1150‐58; Dickens “Dombey” and “Hard  
Times” 1146‐1149; Elizabeth Barrett Browning Bio 1196‐1198. Poems TBA; Robert Browning Bio 
1408‐11; “My Last Duchess”      1415‐16 

  9  Dickens Bio 1462‐1464; A Christmas Carol 1464‐1513 
A Walk in a Workhouse 1513‐1517; Companion Readings 1518‐1521 
 

14  Perspectives: Victorian Ladies and Gentleman 1626‐27 
Perspectives Imagining Childhood 1819‐21; Christina Rossetti Bio 1723‐25; “Goblin Market” 1731‐
1744; Lewis Carroll Bio 1803‐05; Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 1805‐1811; 
Beatrix Potter “The Tale of Peter Rabbit” 1848‐50 

16  Stevenson Bio: 1937‐1939; Dr. Jeckyl & Mr. Hyde 1939‐1977  
 

 
  21   Stevenson, continued.   

23  Julian Barnes Arthur and George    
 

28  Julian Barnes Arthur and George Continued.   
Wilde Bio 1977‐80; Wilde Aphorism 2044‐2045 

30  Exam 2 
 
Nov  4  Twentieth Century 2111‐2134 

Shaw Intro 2212‐2215, Preface 2215‐2218, Pygmalion & Sequel 2218‐2282 
6  Response: Lerner and Loewe 2283‐2292 

 
  11  Yeats Bio 2390‐2393; “The Lake Isle of Innisfree” 2393‐94; “The Second Coming” 2399 

Joyce Bio 2431‐34  “The Dead” 2445‐2472; Katherine Manfield Bio 2725 “The Daughters of the  
Late Colonel” 2725‐2738 

  13  Woolf Bio 2549‐52; “Room of One’s Own” 2660‐95 
Eliot Bio2506‐2509 “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” 

 
  18  Siegfried Sassoon Bio and Poems 2343‐2345; Wilfred Owen Bio and Poems2345‐2349 

20  Pat Barker Regeneration 
 

25  Pat Barker Regeneration  
27 No Class – Thanksgiving 
 

Dec  2  Hanif Kuerishi Bio 2941‐42 “My Beautiful Laundrette 2943‐2998  
4  Salman Rushdie Bio 2988‐2989; “Chekov and Zulu” 2989‐2998;  
  Derek Walcott 3046‐3047; Poems 3047‐3054; Evals and Prep for Final 


